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About Folks and Things 


On October 16, 1929, a beautiful me- 
morial to James O’Kelly was unveiled on 
the campus of Elon College. It was a 
great event, and a short account of the 
occasion is carried on page fourteen of 
this issue. 

The Suffolk, Virginia, Christian 
Church will join in a Community Lead- 
ership Training School, December 1-6. 
Leaders of several denominations will be 
represented on the faculty and a fine 
school is anticipated. 

The Convention voted that President 
Coffin’s closing address be printed in The 
Herald of Gospel Liberty and it will ap- 
pear in these columns next week. It 
was a great address and should be care- 
fully read by every member of the Chris- 
tian Church. 

‘Rev. S. M. Lynam, who so efficiently 
edits The Herald’s Trend of Events page, 
was a visitor with his good wife at the 
Herald office last week. This was their 
first visit to the Publishing House and 
they took advantage of the Piqua Con- 
vention to extend their trip here. 

Walnut Hills Sunday School, Rev. W. 
T. Scott pastor, set a Rally Day goal of 
300 and had in actual attendance 342, 
which is the highest mark ever reached 
by the Sunday School. There was a fine 
spirit manifested and real progress is 
being made in this very important field. 

Rev. E. C. Hall, of Milford, New Jer- 
sey, spent several days in and around 
Dayton and at the Publishing House 
after the Convention. Brother Hall used 
to be a familiar figure in Dayton when 
he was gathering funds for Franklinton 
Christian College some two or three 
years ago. 

As this is the Stewardship Period of 
the church, it is very important that 
every church and pastor use it to the 
fullest to promote this great teaching 
which now is receiving a new emphasis. 


Stewardship Secretary Denison will be . 


glad to render assistance in the choosing 
of books and literature. 

Bethlehem Church, Southern Wabash 
Illinois Conference, recently closed a 
series of revival services in which the 
pastor, Rev. J. J. Douglass, was assisted 
by Rev. H. A. Lehwald, of Olney, as the 
evangelist. There were a number of re- 
consecrations and some fifteen received 
into the membership of the church. 

We are in receipt of an interesting 
and enthusiastic letter from Prof. Josiah 
S. Watson, of Joliet, Illinois, in which he 
extols the worth and influence of The 
Herald of Gospel Liberty and seeks its 
wider circulation and influence. Prof. 


Watson is a son of the late Dr. Josiah 
P. Watson, one of our great Christian 
Church pioneers in missions and in pub- 
lications. 

Miss Essie Cotten, Religious Work 
Director of the Burlington, North Caro- 
lina, Christian Church and a graduate 
of Elon College, was a recent visitor in 
Dayton at the home of her sister, Mrs. 
William T. Scott, the good wife of the 
pastor of the Walnut Hills Christian 
Church, 

The annual Ohio State Conference of 
Adult Bible Classes will be held at Co- 
shocton, Ohio, November 29 and_ 30. 
State and national leaders of adult work 
will be present and add help and inter- 
est to the program. Programs may be 





ARE YOU FOR THE HERALD? 


The General Convention of the 
Christian Church has authorized 
an offering from the churches for 
The Herald of Gospel Liberty to 
be taken in November, If you are 
a reader and a subscriber to The 
Herald, you will want to know that 
it costs more to print and get The 
Herald to you than you pay for it 
($2.00 a year); but a higher sub- 
scription would make the price pro- 
hibitive to many, so this lower fig- 
ure has been maintained that the 
church paper may reach the larger 
group. 

The Convention expects a con- 
tribution from the churches to help 
cover this difference. 

Since you are a subscriber, will 
you help and encourage this offer- 
ing in your church? 

We are sure that all friends of 
The Herald will rally to this offer- 
ing some Sunday in November. 

Will you see that your church 
does so? 

Thank you. 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 
C. P. A. Building, Dayton, Ohio 











secured from the Ohio Council of Reli- 
gious Education, Columbus, Ohio. 


Elsewhere in this issue we are print- 
ing a responsive reading for Armistice 
Sunday, prepared by Dr. Loyal L. Wirt, 
Western Secretary of the National Coun- 
cil for the Prevention of War, 205 Shel- 
don Building, San Francisco, California. 
Additional printed copies of this service 
may be obtained at this address, or from 
the National Council for the Prevention 
of War, 532 Seventeenth Street, N. W., 
Washington, D. C., at $1.25 per hundred. 

While it is the policy of The Herata 
not to print resolutions, we always ap- 
preciate seeing any that are sent to our 


“to get to that point, and that is on 
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office. Such an one is the beautify] 
ute of love adopted by the Woman’s y; 
sionary Society of our church at Suffolk 
Virginia, in recognition of the fiftes 
years of faithful service of Mrs, ¢, } 
Duke as treasurer of that society, As, 
token of its love and appreciation, th 
society presented her with a Life Me, 
bership on the Woman’s Board of th 
Southern Christian Convention, 

A fine bit of Christian co-operatiy 
was witnessed on Sunday, October i 
when the people of New Palestine, Chay. 
ity Chapel, and Spring Creek church, 
came together for a union Home-comip 
service at the Green Township Centra, 
ized School building. There were 2% 
present at Sunday School, and Dr. §. 4 
Helfenstein taught the large adu 
class, Foreign Mission Secretary Mis 
ton spoke at the morning and afternom 
services and Rev. John G. Truitt, ¢ 
Dayton, at the evening service, Re 
Frank Thomas is the pastor of this par 
ish and is doing a fine piece of cop 
structive work. 

“Carry On” is the call in the Christi 
Church today. No man who has put hii 
hand to the plow and turns back is fi 
for the Kingdom of God or for the car 
rying on of any great work. The vot 
on union is taken, but it took five year 







































































































the beginning and not the end. Fron 
now until the 1931 meeting, conference 
will be held on our mission work, ou 
evangelistic work, our Christian educe- 
tion work, and our publications, includ: 
ing The Herald of Gospel Liberty; but 
do not look for all things to happen at 
once. These things take time and plan 
ning and patience, and in the meanwhik 
let us “Carry On”. Will you “stand by” 
We mean to go right on going right 
and we expect you to be with us. Can 
we count on you? No “slackers” now. 
We regret the elimination of the fill 
news this week and ask our corresponi- 
ents to be patient. We have given the 
right of way to the story of the Genenl 
Convention in this issue, as we believe 
that our people will want the details of 
that great meeting at Piqua. Dr. Cot 
fin’s editorial, Mr. Lynam’s notes, # 
well as the longer story all have to # 
with the Convention, for general conver 
tions do not come every year, and it has 
been many a year since we have had? 
convention like this one, although we & 
pect the next one in 1931 to be greate 
still. The Piqua Convention has plantei, 
and if we water the plant and work tl 
soil, the Lord will give us the increas 
and the joy of harvest at the first gret! 
meeting of the Christians and Congit 
gationalists in General Council in 1% 
Let us plan and prepare and pray forit 
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vear in advance. En as second-class 
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The General Convention 


HE Piqua Convention, long anticipated with deep 

interest, is now history and with a perfect confi- 
dence we believe it to be good history of the kind that 
contributes to the world’s advance. It will be worthy of 
mention by our successors, though this observation is 
written with deepest humility. Our thoughts should 
turn less to what has been done than to what should be 
done to make it of any value at all. 


ENTION was made last week of the devotional 

spirit which pervaded the gathering. Its like we 
have never seen in any convention. It continued from 
the opening to adjournment. The worship conducted 
by a number of people was not of that volatile kind 
which so often ends in nonproduction of anything except 
itself. Often the worship periods of a convention are 
much deserted. It was not so at Piqua. They were 
popular periods there. Devotion ran deep and purpose- 
ful. It was sane and full of conviction. The spirit was 
sacrificial. The great needs of the world and of the 
church so awed the delegates that they eagerly sought 
the Divine Source of wisdom and strength. The worship 
programs had a wide variety, but their purpose was at 
no time obscured by the employment of variety. Each 
morning an upper-room prayer meeting was held prior 
to the official opening of the Convention. Each session 
was opened with a meditation or devotional period. One 
is forced to the conviction that these periods had not a 
little to do with the kind of convention which was held. 


HE genial attitude of the Piqua Church contrib- 

uted much to the friendliness and delightful fellow- 
ship. The committee on entertainment had anticipated 
the requirements of the delegates in every respect and 
left nothing undone which would add to their comfort. 
Piqua’s part, notwithstanding the magnitude of the task, 
was handled without the obtrusion of the machinery by 
which it was done. Pastor Clark and his people regis- 
tered a high grade of efficiency, generosity, and frater- 
nity as convention hosts. The whole city co-operated 
with them in the effort. All churches of the city, in-. 
cluding Episcopal and Catholic, assisted in the enter- 
tamment of the Convention. A Catholie priest opened 
his own home to the convention guests. The Episeopal 
tector and the pastor of the Disciple Church each sent 
special invitation to the delegates to participate in the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper in their churches. Per- 
haps two thousand people from out of the city were at- 
tendants at the sessions for all or some of the time. Be- 


side the members of the Christian Church who made its 
splendid program, there were Bishon Francis J. MeCon- 
nell, President of the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America; Dr. Peter Ainslie, editor of the 
Christian Union Quarterly; Dr. Fred B. Smith, Mod- 
erator of tre National Council of Congregational 
Churches; Dr. Edward W. Cross, chairman of the Com- 
mission on Evangelism and Devotional Life of the Na- 
tional Council of Congregational Churches; Dr. Mary . 
F. Cushman, of Africa, and many others. All of these 
speakers brought great thought-provoking and soul- 
stirring messages, the memory of which will never leave 
the delegates. There were also thirty-five or more Con- 
gregational officials in attendance, though not all at one 
time. The presence of these brethren helped very much 
in revealing the spirit, purpose, and organization of that 
communion. 


HE high point of convention attendance was 
reached on Friday evening when separate meetings 
were held for men and women. The women’s session was 
addressed by Dr. Mary F. Cushman, medical missionary 
from Africa. A capacity audience packed the auditori- 
um of the Greene Street Methodist Church for this 
service. Nothing is more heartening in Kingdom pro- 
gress today than the missionary enthusiasm of the wom- 
en of the modern church. At six o’clock in the morning 
the day these lines are written a capacity audience of 
women, composing the Women’s Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety of the Methodist Episcopal Church, filled the Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, Memorial Hall for a communion service, 
while an almost equally large audience stood outside in 
a drizzling rain waiting to get in after the first group 
had been served. This Columbus group gave over $187.- 
000 as a plate offering for foreign missions at one 
session. While the women were in session in Piqua 
about six hundred men banqueted together in the Chris- 
tian Church. Many more who could not get tickets to 
the banquet came in for the addresses and stood the en- 
tire time to listen to addresses by two laymen, Dr. W. A. 
Harper and Dr. Fred B. Smith. It was a great evening 
throughout. Space will not permit a statement of the 
fine musical and other features which strengthened the 
effect of both of these programs, nor of the excellent 
music throughout the Convention directed by Professor 
Claire James Velie and the musicians of the Piqua 
Church. 
A feature which gave pessimism no foothold was the 
great Youth Rally and banquet Saturday afternoon and 
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evening. Many young people regularly in the Conven- 
tion were in attendance at the Saturday Rally together 
with several hundred others who came in for this event. 
The meetings were typically youthful in enthusiasm, 
but one in the atmosphere of them sensed the depth, 
genuineness, and determination of this splendid group 
and felt assured that the program of Christ would not 
be neglected in their hands. 


The point on which the great interest of the Con- 
vention centered was that of the union between the 
Christian and Congregational churches. All plans for 
future programs had to await decision here. Though 
the overtures toward union had been issued by the 
Christian Church, some opposition had been expressed. 
It was expected, therefore, that the discussion of the 
plan and its details would call forth debate. It did not. 
Only a few questions were asked and two amendments 
made. These were not to oppose, but to clarify. The 
Convention adopted the entire plan with its twenty-five 
items in just sixty-eight minutes and without a single 
dissenting vote. Every one who was present recognized 
it as one of the deep tense hours of life, one which 
great demonstration or many words would mar. A hush 
of deep gratitude seemed to fall on the audience. They 
felt quite as much as Moses of old, that they were 
standing on holy ground with God. Beyond any human 
leading or planning of men that vast audience was lost 
in the conviction that they had, through the approach- 
ing paths of the preceding months, been divinely led 
both to God and together and that this last step had 
brought them into a proximity to him and to others 
which they had not previously attained. One felt like 
dismissing all other business and sitting down with God 
in silence that he might read the heart too full for ex- 
pression and the gratitude too profound to be measured 
by words. It is inconceivable that anyone could have 
been in that audience holding doubt as to the Divine 
Presence or the Divine Leading. Dr. Charles E. Burton, 
Executive Secretary of the National Council of Con- 
gregational Churches, responded feelingly for his com- 
munion, expressing the hearty reciprocal attitude of his 
ehurch. Dr. Frank K. Sanders, chairman of the Con- 
gregational Commission of Interchurch Relations, who 
has devoted himself without reserve toward bringing 
this union about, offered a prayer for the blessing of 
God upon the united church. 


Earlier in the Convention action had been deferred 
on a number of items pending the vote on union. From 
the time the vote to unite was passed, all plans were 
shaped to make the union effective and functioning at 
the earliest possible date. In forward-looking plans the 
delegates seemed to feel the throb of a new life and to 
be dominated by fresh and larger ambitions. The evi- 
dence that the aim and end of the union was to accom- 
plish a larger work which would make necessary a 
larger -effort had further confirmation in the planning 
for the future. There was no desire to make this union 
have any minor or selfish purpose. 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 
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Neither denomination has sought personal advan. 
tage in the negotiations which have preceded; instead, 
each has been zealous to incorporate the attitude ang 
viewpoint of the other into the basis of union. There 
has been nothing in any of the conferences which hag 
had even a faint suggestion of playing for points of 
advantage. The Piqua Convention was publicly told by 
the official Congregational delegation to make any 
amendments to the details of the plan adopted at De. 
troit which they pleased and that their Council had au. 
thorized them to accept such amendment. Neither 
group is to shift any of its financial burdens onto the 
other, nor share in the financial resources of any kind 
which the other may be administering. Nor is it to be 
thought that any program toward union has been com. 
pleted. This is but the verbal process of a small begin. 
ning in one little corner of the Kingdom. It is a step, 
but only a step. At its maximum of results it will ae. 
complish only a small part of what needs to be done. It 
is a beginning, nothing more. In it, and especially in the 
spirit that prompts it, there is encouragement for a 
widening program in Christian unity. Every effort in 
this direction is to be encouraged, for it is not one ges- 
ture that will result in complete unity but a combination 
of all of them. Varying inclinations will institute dif- 
ferent methods for realizing it, but all will have the 
same purpose, and each will make its own contribution 
in the place in which its peculiar kind of service will 
tell most. 

In another issue we hope to speak of the things 
which should be done next in our conferences and 
churches to make the union complete and effective and 
realize the greatest results from it as early as possible. 
No one should think that great changes will be effected 
immediately. They will arrive by a slow process, for 
many things have to be considered and adjusted. It 
should go forward only under the motives which have 
given character to its beginning. There has been no 
thought of a resulting bigness, a denominational gain, or 
a spectacular debut. The churches moved toward each 
other under the conviction that they could more eff- 
ciently do the will of the Lord and build his Kingdom in 
combination than separately and that they could make 
a beginning in a movement which must ultimately in- 
clude many others in some form of union. The present 
plan is not fixed beyond change or modification. It rep- 
resents the best thinking up to the present, but the same 
open mind which has been held heretofore will continue 
in the movement. Much more will be said about this 
union editorially and otherwise as we proceed. Just 
now we say most heartily, ‘‘Thank God for the Piqua 
Convention !’’ 

eS 


Who despises the day of small things does what the 
Lord has never dared to do. 
Oo 


God does not arbitrarily make men happy any more 
than he makes them educated or cultured. 
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Convention Votes Union 

On Friday, October 25, The General Convention of the 
Christian Church voted unanimously for the union with the 
Congregational Church. The twenty-five articles of agree- 
ment passed at the meeting of the National Council in De- 
troit on June 3 of this year were adopted with but one minor 
change without a dissenting voice. The seating capacity of 
the Piqua Christian Church was taxed to the utmost for the 
event and a profound sense of a spiritual presence prevailed 
in the great gathering. 

Following the reading of the reports on Christian Union 
and on Christian Unity, Rev. Raymond G. Clark, pastor of 
the Convention Church, voiced an earnest appeal for the 
fulfilling of the prayer of Jesus. Dr. Martyn Summerbell 
and Mr. Fred B. Smith led in prayer, and thus the hearts of 
the people were made ready for the momentous step they 
were about to take. Many representatives of the Congre- 
gational Church were present and several of them spoke fol- 
lowing the vote on the articles of agreement, which were 
taken up item by item, In the days that followed general 
methods of perfecting the merger were planned and proper 
powers for carrying forward the merger plans were dele- 
gated to the General Board and committees were instructed 
to move toward the fuller measure of union of which all 
dreamed. Leaders of the Christian Church were nominated 
for election to the various boards and commissions of the 
Congregational Church so that the Christian Church may 
begin to share in the policies of the Congregational Church 
at an early date. The full details of the merger have been 
delegated to the General Board and to committees which 
will report to that body. It is going to take time and pa- 
tience to work out those details and to effect the full merger. 
Patience and forbearance are going to be demanded of every 
minister and every layman of both uniting bodies. We shall 
have to strive always to keep a clear vision of the larger 
interests of the Kingdom of God and stand ready to sacrifice 
for those larger interests. We must remember that we are 
not bringing two churches together for the purpose of mak- 
ing one large church, but that we are only taking one step 
toward the union of Christendom for the purpose of making 
Jesus known in the world and to the end that the world may 
believe on him whom the Father hath sent. It is a gigantic 
task, but all tasks laid upon us by our Lord are such, and 
in them every one, the humblest member of the humblest 
church to the most powerful leader in pew and pulpit, must 
have a share that the Kingdom be not delayed in its coming. 


Two Offerings 

The Convention and the General Board have scheduled 
two offerings not included in the regular offerings of the 
church, which are important. In November the churches are 
asked to take an offering for The Herald of Gospel Liberty 
in order that there may be no deficit. This is important and 
every reader of The Herald should be glad to give to it. The 
editors are working without salary to make the paper just 
as good as it can be, and to their efforts the laymen should 
add as much as possible that together we may solve The 
Herald problem. We should not forget this offering during 
November, 

The other offering was voted by the General Convention. 
The Christmas offering of the churches is to go this year to 
Franklinton College, the only college of the Christian 
Church for the education of the colored people who have cast 





their lot with our church. Franklinton has had a most dif- 
ficult struggle in recent years to keep going, and this offering 
at Christmas time will mean much to the school. The Chris- 
tian Church founded the college for the Negro race, and 
now its needs should not be overlooked until the Negroes 
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The Trend of Events 


of the South are fully ready to assume its support, which is 
not yet. We have an obligation to Franklinton at this 
Christmas time to share with it and through it with the 
Negro race the many blessings of a loving Heavenly Father. 


Dr. Poling Resigns 

On October 20 the resignation of Dr. Daniel A. Poling 
was announced te the congregation of the Marble Collegiate 
Church (Dutch Reformed). Increasing responsibilities have 
come to Dr. Poling in recent years by reason of his leader- 
ship in the young people’s organizations. He is president of 
the United Society of Christian Endeavor as successor of 
Dr. Francis E. Clark, he is editor-in-chief of The Christian 
Herald, an undenominational weekly, and he is president of 
the General Synod of the Reformed Church. The resignation 
of Dr. Poling has been pending for several months, and 
will take effect January 1. The plans of Dr. Poling are ten- 
tatively arranged for 1930, beginning with a trip to England 
and Germany in January in preparation for the meeting of 
the World Christian Endeavor Convention in Berlin next 
August. On his return he will preach at the Marble Col- 
legiate Church at intervals until Easter. Dr. Poling is. 
forty-five years of age, and came to his present pastorate 
as special preacher in 1920, assuming his present position in 
1923. The pastors of the Marble Collegiate Church are called 
for life, and Dr. Poling is the first in the history of the 
church ever to resign. The church is the oldest church in 
Manhattan and possibly the oldest Protestant church in 
America. His resignation does not mean any contemplated 
change in his denominational affiliation, but only that more 
of his time and strength will be given to the youth move- 
ment through Christian Endeavor and through his radio con- 
ference with young people by which he reaches millions every 
week. 


Peace and the Local Church 

During the visit here of Premier MacDonald he continual- 
ly pled for the support of peace by public opinion. Both he 
and Elihu Root emphasized the fact that the best way to 
prevent a war was to prevent a war state-of-mind. In the 
doing of this, the local church has a great share. The Com- 
mission on International Justice and Good-will of the Federal 
Council of Churches has prepared a beautiful poster of ac- 
ceptance of the Peace Pact. This poster is to be hung in the 
local church as a constant reminder of the pledge we all 
should make for peace and for the purpose of building a 
peace-minded people. At its recent session, the General Con- 
vention voted to ask every local church to secure the Peace 
Pact Pledge and hang it in every church. No effort should 
be spared to make our whole nation a peace-minded people. 
The poster, twelve by eighteen inches, on heavy parchment 
paper, can be secured from the Federal.Council of Churches, 
105 East 22d Street, New York, New York, postpaid for 
twenty-five cents. A leaflet of instructions will accompany 
the poster. We should all take steps to hang that poster in 
our church without delay and begin the building of a peace 
mind. 

tJ 


A survey made by the director cf the statistical com- 
mittee of the Jewish Committee reveals that there are many 
Jewish Christians in the United States. According to the 
survey there are 2,948 Jewish congregations which are Chris- 
tian in faith. Only ninety-three of these are in rural] dis- 
tricts. All of the others are located in small cities of 2,500 
or more population. The survey covers only the permanent 
congregations. One marvels at the number cf Jews who are 
Christian in their faith and who go to make up this large 
number of Jewish congregations. 
























































































The General Convention of the Christian Church 


Piqua, Ohio, October 22-29, 1929 


AS REPORTED BY A DELEGATE 


sand churches of the Congregationalists have been 

looking forward during the past five months especially 
to The General Convention of the Christian Church at Piqua, 
Ohio, when momentous decisions would be made. These deci- 
sions would not only affect these two communions, but 
churches of all faith were to witness a blasting of hopes or 
a challenging call to Christian unity. 

All Christian Church roads led to Piqua, Ohio, October 
22 to 29, and five hundred delegates and visitors came by 
train and auto and bus and in every way to this Ohio center 
for the eight days of conference and decisions for the future. 
This writing delegate found himself entrained with a dele- 
gate from the Pacific Coast and a delegate from the Atlantic 
Coast on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad out of Cincinnati 
en route to Piqua. From Western Washington on the Pacific, 
Rev. W. R. Caldwell, the “Sky Pilot of the Big Woods”, was 
the first Convention delegate met; and from the Atlantic 
Coast, Rev. B. J. Earp, of Virginia, soon became our travel- 
ing companion and we threw two seats together and proph- 
esied of the things which we believed were certainly to come 
to pass. 

By the way, this “Sky Pilot of the Big Woods” is a char- 
acter that has grown up in the far West, and his six feet 
and three inches and his broad shoulders and sturdy make- 
up remind you of the big trees with which he has lived so 
intimately and of his forty-four years in that far land from 
pioneer to preacher, Remarking on his size and rugged 
stature, he informed us that he was the smallest of six 
brothers, even though he did measure six feet and three 
inches in height and tipped the beam at two hundred and 
ten pounds. They must grow them big out there! 

But Piqua loomed and two of a score of autos marked 
“Convention Cars” met us and whisked us a mile to the 
“Church of a Hundred Rooms”, which was illuminated and 
decorated and manned to receive and register and to assign 
us to our Convention homes. Although we arrived long be- 
fore the hour for opening, we found a hundred delegates had 
preceded us and the informal Convention had begun. 

It was a delight to circulate in the truly national and 
international atmosphere and to shake the hands and look 
into the eyes of delegates from Alabama and from Kansas 
and from New Jersey and from a score of other States as 
well as from Canada and Japan. 

Piqua is set in the heart of one of our most populous 
Christian Church fields. Within fifty miles of Piqua live 
over ten thousand members of Christian churches and the 
visiting delegations to the Convention were larger than that 
of any previous Convention in our history. The ample audi- 
torium and added Sunday School room and galleries were 
filled at the sessions and taxed beyond their capacity at the 
evening and Sunday services. The great Greene Street Meth- 
odist Church in the same block was offered and accepted for a 
number of the meetings which could not find place in the 
commodious “Church of a Hundred Rooms”. 

And a word about the Convention church. The “One 
Hundred Rooms” is no fabrication, for, counting rooms of all 
kinds and sorts from the fine main auditorium and the large 
Fellowship Hall down to the kitchens and closets, there are 
exactly one hundred and fourteen rooms. Rooms for the 
worship of the great assembly and rooms for Christian edu- 
cation and for social occasions. Rooms for study and for 
Offices of leaders in different phases of the works. Rooms 
for choir and for conference. Rooms for the homes of the pas- 


A THOUSAND churches of the Christians and six thou- 


tor and his family and for the sexton and caretaker of the 
building. Rooms ranging all the way from a parlor for the 
ladies to a garage for the limousine, or whatever manner of 
car the pastor drives, All in one unit and built together 
for service to its membership and its guests and the com. 
munity it serves, During the past year over $60,000 has 
been expended on an already creditable church edifice and 
the Convention had the finest and most convenient meeting 
place in its history. 

But “lest we forget” as we get into the whirl of the Con- 
vention, let us pause here to pay a tribute to the men and 
the women who “manned” the plant and entertained the 
Convention. We dare not begin to name them and must con- 
tent ourselves with paying our tribute to Rev. Raymond G, 
Clark and his five hundred associates who labored night and 
day to make the Convention the success it was in its accom- 
modations and conveniences. And beyond this great force in 
the membership and congregation of the church itself that 
took us to their homes and hearts, the community insisted 
on taking a part in making the Convention feel its welcome, 
and these very offers bore eloquent testimony of the fellow- 
ship and regard between the Christian Church at Piqua and 
its neighbors, 

And here again the list is too long even to mention 
names, but as samples there was in evidence the pastor and 
members of the Greene Street Methodist Church (the near- 
est neighbor) who were kindness itself in giving way to over- 
flow meetings of the women and young people and other 
groups. Then there should be mentioned the fraternal spirit 
of the Episcopal rector who gave a friendly welcome ‘to all 
delegates to early Sunday morning communion. There was 
no “closed communion” in that suggestion, but a recognition 
of the new day of Christian brotherhood when all were equal 
at the Lord’s table. Many other significant offers of help 
came from the community which are worth recording, but 
we have not space for more than the unusual invitation of a 
Catholic priest, who offered to entertain delegates (four were 
sent to him), and the other unusual offer of an osteopath to 
treat all delegates in need free during the Convention! 

But the Convention call is on and the crowd, which by 
this time has been multiplied, is surging into the auditorium 
while the great organ is sounding forth the prelude to the 
opening service. On the platform is President Coffin and 
Rev. G. O. Lankford, of Burlington, North Carolina, who is 
to conduct the opening devotions. In the choir loft is Prof. 
C. James Velie, who is to direct the music of the Conven- 
tion. At the secretary’s desk was Dr. Warren H. Denison 
and his able secretary, Mrs. May Best Taylor, prepared to 
make proper record of all which was done. 

The opening words of the Convention were given by Dr. 
Coffin in the words of the psalmist: 

“Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, 
And into his courts with praise: 
Be thankful unto him, and bless his name. 
For Jehovah is good; 
His lovingkindness endureth forever, 
And his faithfulness to all generations.” 
—Psalm 100. 

Dr. Lankford’s opening devotional period sounded the 
spiritual keynote of the Convention. It was from the resu!- 
rection chapter in John and was broad and deep and full of 
the fires of consecration and service. 

Following the opening devotional period, the Convention 
was permitted to face its leaders and to listen to the result 
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retary Denison and Treasurer Reck were followed by Home 
Mission Secretary Sparks, Foreign Mission Secretary Min- 
ton, Christian Education Secretary Harper, Publications 
Secretary Sims, and Evangelism Secretary Howsare. These 
reports were all presented in the first afternoon’s meeting 
and immediately referred to Convention committees for re- 
view and criticism and suggestion and to be reported back 


later to the Convention. The afternoon’s session was over 
and four hundred delegates and visitors sat down together 
in Fellowship Hall of the church for their first great Con- 
yention meal together. And it was a real fellowship at the 
table. The service by the ladies during the long stretch of 
eight days never lagged, although it was an almost insur- 
mountable task with three meals a day for full eight days 
and no let-up even for Sunday. We salute the ladies of Piqua 
Christian Church. 

The first evening was given over to the address of the 
President, Dr. F. G. Coffin, after the impressive opening 
devotional period led by Mrs. Alice V. Morrill, of Defiance 
College. Dr. Coffin took for his theme the slogan of our 
Jubilee Year, “Enrichment Through Extension”, and since 
that has been printed in The Herald of last week it would 
be “painting the lily” to refer further to it. It is enough 
to say that Dr. Coffin was up to his usual form and carried 
his audience with him as he moved forward in his logical 
and inspirational presentation of the larger life and the 
greater service we must expect from the church. There was 
no “going out of business” in his presentation, but rather 
a challenge to a forward march to victory by the individual 
and local church and the Church Universal. 

A night’s rest, and then the “upper-room” meeting un- 
der the direction of Rev. W. J. Young and his committee was 
a great preparation for the new day. These upper-room 
meetings were a daily feature of the Convention at eight 
o'clock each morning and gave a touch of Pentecost to the 
early morning delegates who filled the upper room to over- 
flowing at the first session. 

The “family entrance’’*to the church is now full of dele- 
gates pressing through toward the morning session and ex- 
changing greetings as they go. This entrance and vesti- 
bule is roomy for ordinary occasions, but today it is packed, 
and before you know it you rub up against Dr. Kemp of 
Illinois and then Dr. Beougher of Alabama and then Broth- 
er Morton of Canada and a voice says, “Do you know me?” 
and you face Brother and Sister Garman of Japan, whose 
faces you have not seen for seven years. With them is Rev. 
K. Kitano, the secretary of the Japanese Christian Confer- 
ence, and it is a delight and an inspiration to meet them 
face to face again and to remember their work and sacrifice 
for us in that far land of the Sunrise Kingdom. 


But the Convention calls and Prof. Velie is announcing 
the opening hymn and Rev. F. C. Lester is on the platform 
ready to lead the opening.service, and no matter how at- 
tractive is the contact with friends and strangers in the 
“family entrance”, yet we are here on business and when 
the Convention sessions call, we must go. 

Again the morning is given up to reports which would 
be dreary and monotonous if you were not interested, but 
that delegation was interested as was evidenced by the way 
they “stood by” the full three hours of the morning listening 


isterial Supply, Franklinton Christian College, Woman’s 
Mission Board, the Aged Ministers’ Home, the Christian 
Orphanage (Elon College, North Carolina), the Carversville, 
Pennsylvania, Christian Orphanage, and the report of the 





Publications Merger Committee on The Herald of Gospel 
ll A 
Following the reports of the morning and the discussion 
on the promotion of Franklinton Christian College, the Afro- 
Christian Convention delegation of five Negro ministers from 
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the Southland was presented and cordially welcomed by the 
Convention. They later sang their Christian sentiments in 
Negro “spirituals” to the delight of the audience. President 
Harris of the Afro-Christian Convention and President Hen- 
derson of Franklinton Christian College headed this delega- 
tion from our colored Christian churches, and it was voted 
at this session to give the Christmas offering from the 
churches and Sunday Schools to Franklinton. 

The noon hour gave way to a great meeting of women’s 
missionary workers at a luncheon at the Greene Street Meth- 
odist Church which exceeded the preparations and expecta- 
tions of the women. Aside from this, a full dozen Conven- 
tion committees were in session at the noon hour and follow- 
ing the luncheons were whipping their reports into shape 
for presentation to the Convention, 

Greetings for our home and foreign missionaries were 
the first order of the afternoon after the opening service by 
Rev. Cleon Swarts, of Springfield, Ohio, and the audience 
was treated with a heart-to-heart talk from our representa- 
tives from Japan and from the woods of Washington as they 
were presented by Secretaries Sparks and Minton. 

The Christian Publishing Association had the right of 
way of the afternoon with its business session, and the reports 
of its officers and editors. Under the leadership of Presi- 
dent H. E. Sims and Manager Radabaugh, and in co-opera- 
tion with the Department of Christian Education, the Pub- 
lishing House was able to present its best report in years, but 
still one which demands the best support of our people if it 
is to go forward. 

Bishop McConnell, of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
and President of the Federal Council of Churches of Amer- 
ica, delivered the address of the evening following the open- 
ing devotional service by Rev. Herbert M. Hainer, of New 
Bedford, Massachusetts, The church was crowded to its 
fullest capacity and the audience listened with rapt atten- 
tion to the voice of a prophet as he outlined the way of the 
church toward Christian unity for world service. It was 
a masterly address and one which will not soon be forgotten 
by those who were fortunate enough to crowd into the great 
auditorium and hear it. 

Rain, rain, rain, and now on Thursday morning bits of 
snow are in the air and the roofs are white as we arise in 
the morning. Dr. J. O. Atkinson and the southern delega- 
tion shrug and shake themselves into partial warmth, but 
they are not detained by any such unusual (to them) weath- 
er from doing their full work and being on time to do it. 
The colored delegates fee] the chill within most, but the 
warmth of their welcome has made them forget the outer 
chill and they are up and smiling again on this third day of 
the Convention. 

Again the upper-room and the “family entrance” jolly 
crowdings and greetings start the new day. We stand on 
the upper stair and look the surging crowd over and there 
we see Dr. Atkinson of Palmer College talking with Dr. 
Hainer of New Jersey and Brother Williams of Michigan 
telling some “good one” to Prof. Dales of New York. And 
there comes Mrs. Martin (formerly of our Porto Rico mis- 
sionary staff) who is being greeted by friends on all sides, 
and again there are “Paul and Timothy” (Dr. W. W. Staley 
and Rev. H. S. Hardcastle of Suffolk, Virginia) conferring 
earnestly over some matter. We find later it is regarding 
the death of Judge West, of Virginia, which is to call Dr. 
Staley away from the Convention. 

Again the day is filled with reports, but interspersed 
with fine devotional services conducted by Rev. John G. 
Truitt, of Dayton, Ohio, Rev. Rue Burnell, of Truro, Iowa, 
and Rev. Paul S. Kershner, of Conneaut, Ohio, all three 
young and coming men in our ministry. The number of 
young trained ministers in this Convention exceeds that of 

any previous Convention and gives promise of the future. 
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Other outstanding addresses were given by Dr. Roy C. 
Helfenstein, of Dover, Delaware, on “The State of the 
Church”, and Rev. Stanley C. Harrell, of Durham, North 
Carolina, on “Christian Stewardship”. Dr. L. E. Smith, of 
Christian Temple, Norfolk, Virginia, gave a masterly ser- 
mon at the evening session on “Financing the Kingdom”, in- 
terpreting his theme in a spiritual emphasis, picturing the 
Sea of Galilee life which receives and gives out and blesses 
itself and its land over against the Dead Sea life which gets 
and gets and gets and holds its treasure to its bosom and 
dies with ashes gripped to its heart. It was a masterly ser- 
mon and a great plea for the giving of life to the Master 
and to the world he Joved and “where the heart was, the 
treasure would be also”. 

Another day of rain and another night of rest and the 
“great day of the feast” was upon us. This fourth day 
(Friday) was set for final action on the question of the 
union of the Congregational and Christian Churches. 
The “upper room” that morning was full of prayer and the 
“family entrance” was full of conversation, all centering on 
the great issue. There was no doubt but that it was to pass. 
It was plainly evident that the delegates were overwhelm- 
ingly for it, but the deep concern was that some little min- 
ority might stir up bad feeling and that our acceptance (al- 
though by great majority) yet might create a feeling in the 
church by its not being unanimous. There was a deeper 
earnestness in the casual contact and conversation and in the 
sessions of the Convention as we approached the hour of 
decision which was to be at two o’clock on Friday afternoon. 
This feeling was heightened as the officials of the Congre- 
gationalists began to arrive and were introduced to the Con- 
vention, and as we listened to their words of Christian 
greeting. We were reminded again that the action at De- 
troit by the Congregationalists was unanimous, without one 
dissenting voice, and in a great spiritual moment. We 
prayed the harder that God might glorify his name and his 
Church by preventing any discord which might arise. 

As the hour approached, the feeling became more in- 
tense and it was announced that the main auditorium of the 
church would be reserved during the unity reports and voting 
for accredited delegates only, and that all visitors might be 
seated in the adjoining Sunday School rooms and in the gal- 
leries. At the noon hour the national officers of the Chris- 
tian Church entertained the national officers of the Congre- 
gational Church at a luncheon conference at the Greene 
Street Methodist Church: Forty leaders of the two churches 
attended the luncheon and enjoyed the fellowship. Dr. Cof- 
fin cordially invited the Congregational officers to attend the 
session while the vote was being taken and to be seated in 
the choir loft. Moderator Fred B. Smith, speaking for the 
Congregationalists, thanked President Coffin for the invita- 
tion, but stated they would come in and give their word of 
greeting and then retire that they might in no way influence 
the decision of the Convention by their presence or embar- 
rass them in saying anything on the question they desired 
to say. When the delegation of Congregational officers came 
in and were seated, the entire Convention arose and cheered 
them to the echo. All the delegates were on their feet to 
show their hearty welcome, and when Moderator Smith 
stated they had come to pay their respects and to bring fra- 
ternal greetings and that they would retire before the con- 
sideration of the Unity Proposal, a storm of protest arose 
and it voted unanimously that the Congregationalists remain 
during the full session, which they finally consented to do as 
they saw so plainly the temper of the delegates. 

A delightful surprise was in the arrival of the two fra- 
ternal delegates from the Disciples of Christ national or- 
ganization and they were received by the full body rising 
and were given seats of honor in the choir loft with the Con- 
gregational delegation. 
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The air was tense with feeling and expectancy as Presj. 
dent Coffin presented the report of the Commission on Chris. 
tian Unity and reviewed the history of its work, following 
which it recommended that the union of the Congregationa] 
and Christian Churches be approved by this Convention, The 
report was passed over to the Convention Committee op 
Christian Unity which reported through its secretary, Rey, 
Clarence Defur, of Madrid, Iowa. Following this presenta. 
tion the chairman of the Committee on Christian, Unity, Rey, 
Raymond G. Clark, pastor of the Convention Church, gaye 
a masterly plea for its unanimous adoption, and it was be 
fore the delegates for action. 

Rev. C. H. Rowland, of North Carolina, rose and moved 
the adoption of that section of the report which approved 
the union, the details of the union to be voted on separately, 
All realized that this motion and this vote was the crucial 
action of the Convention and would go down in history as 
such. Seconds to Dr. Rowland’s motion came from every sec- 
tion of the house and Vice-president Atkinson (presiding as 
Dr. Coffin was presenting the report) asked for any dis. 
cussion or remarks on the question. Several questions of 
minor importance came up from the delegates desiring a 
clearing up on some points, but soon the questions seemed to 
die out and a call for the “question” began to arise. Dr, 
Atkinson waited until he saw that the questions arising had 
been, fully and fairly answered and he then asked, “Are you 
ready for the question?” A chorus of “question” greeted 
him and he asked that all in favor vote “Aye”, and a perfect 
storm of “Ayes” arose from the delegates, every delegate 
seeming to vote with extra fervor of expression. Dr, Atkin- 
son then asked for all opposed to vote “No”, and there was 
perfect silence and not a single dissenting vote. It wasa 
tense moment full of deep feeling—too deep for loud expres- 
sion. Some had agreed that when it carried all should arise 
and sing the “Doxology” or some appropriate selection. But 
when the vote was taken with its full and hearty vote with- 
out one single dissenting voice, it seemed to overwhelm every 
one, the song was forgotten, all staged effects were gone, and 
a great, deep sounding “Amen” rolled over the audience like a 
benediction. No one who was there will ever forget that mo- 
ment or fail to believe that God’s spirit was in it as surely 
as he was in Pentecost. Prayers had been answered beyond 
belief. The opposition which had threatened the unanimity 
of the approval had absorbed the spirit of the occasion and 
went over, not reluctantly, but whole-heartedly to voting 
with its brothers the fullest approval of the union. 

The prayers of Dr. Martyn Summerbell of the Christians 
and Moderator Fred B. Smith of the Congregationalists 
now took on new meaning and worth and we prayed with 
them and meditated on the beginning of the answer of our 
Master’s prayer that “they all might be one”. 

This was business enough for one day and the Convention 
adjourned to talk it over and to celebrate. A telegram was 
sent to the churches, and the Associated Press put the news 
on the wires that it might be published (as it was) in the 
next morning’s papers in New York and in San Franciscd 
and in New Orleans and in Toronto and over the seas. It 
was front-page news in practically every great newspaper i 
America, and millions thanked God and took courage that 
this great step had been taken toward unity in the Church 
of Christ. Methodist and Baptist and Disciple ministers 
present at the voting session said that this was a mighty 
shove forward toward Christian unity and that it must 90 
forward in their churches soon, as the people demand it and 
the age must have a united Church. 

The evening of the great day was a really great evening. 
Five hundred men of the Christian Church sat down to 4 
dinner with the leaders of the two churches, while five hut 
dred women held a great missionary meeting in the Greene 
Street Methodist Church. Both meetings were filled to 
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capacity with numbers and with enthusiasm and every refer- 
ence to the new relationship was cheered over and over 
in. 

The men’s banquet was a Christian layman’s affair with 
ministers as invited guests. Mr. Hermon Eldredge, a lay- 
man of the Christian Church, acted as toastmaster and the 
Amphion Male Quartet, a laymen’s quartet from the First 
Christian Church of Dayton, Ohio, and a laymen’s orches- 
tra from the Troy, Ohio, Christian Church contributed to 
the program. The national leaders of the Congregational 
and Christian Churches occupied the platform, and the ad- 
dresses of the evening were given by Dr. W. A. Harper, of 
Elon College, North Carolina, for the Christians, and by Dr. 
Fred B. Smith, of New York City for the Congregationalists. 
Both were masterful addresses. Dr. Harper’s address was 
on the subject of “Men of Today”, and Dr. Smith’s subject 
followed on “The Church of Tomorrow”. The five hundred 
men present voted it a fitting climax to a historic day. 

And now even the elements seem to favor us and the rain 
and the cold and the storm have gone, and Friday and the 
days following seem to be in league with what we have done. 
The sun smiles on us again and gives us beautiful northern 
October days for the balance of the Convention. 

Saturday and Sunday are a lull in the Convention which 
now has exchanged its atmosphere of tension to one of free- 
dom and thanksgiving and, to quote from the poet and his 
phrase used in The Herald and in the Christian Unigy Com- 
mittee’s report, ““Now God be thanked who hath matched us 
to this hour.” 

Great devotional services have the right of way on Sat- 
urday, led by Revs. Edwin B. Flory, of Dayton, Ohio, Archie 
H. Hook, of Goshen, Indiana, and Joseph E. McCauley, of 
Norfolk, Virginia. The deep note of consecration to our 
great new task is sounded in all these devotional services 
and song and prayer reinforce the words of the leader in 
not simply rejoicing at the forward step taken, but in earnest 
plea that we may not be disobedient unto our Heavenly Fa- 
ther. A favorite song rings out over and again: 


“Rise up, O men of God! 
Have done with lesser things.” 


And its following verse: * 


“Rise up, O men of God! 
The church for you doth wait, 
Her strength unequal for her task; 
Rise up, and make her great.” 


And this with that other familiar song: 


“Jesus calls us, o’er the tumult 
Of our life’s wild restless sea; 
Day by day his sweet voice soundeth, 
Saying, ‘Christian, follow me’.” 

Saturday afternoon was given over to the celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper under the direction of Dr. Frank H. 
Peters, now of Fall River, Massachusetts. This service was 
followed by a Memorial Service conducted by Dr. Martyn 
Summerbell in the enforced absence of Dr. Staley, who was 
called to the funeral of Judge West of the Supreme Court 
of Virginia and a member of our Waverly, Virginia, Chris- 
tian Church. Dr. Summerbell’s reading of the roll of our 
honored dead for the past three years was impressive and 
Teminded us of the changing leadership of the church in 
the passing of Dr. John Franklin Burnett and Dr. Alva 
Martin Kerr and over seventy other leaders of our general 
and conference groups. It was a solemn hour of memories. 

New and prophetic scenes began. to be enacted on Satur- 
day afternoon and evening when over four hundred young 
people of the Young People’s Congresses of the church be- 
gan to arrive and to assemble in the Greene Street Meth- 
odist Church. It was a great sight and a wonderful in- 
Spiration to witness the young life and the new interest in 
the church which had pioneered anew the way to Christian 
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union. Every mention of the action of the church on Fri- 
day aroused tumultuous applause and a final “send off” of 
a rising recognition and cheer was given at the banquet 
under the leadership of W. Leroy Halfaker, of Columbus, 
Ohio, a twenty-year-old minister of the Christian Church. 

Dr. Coffin’s address made them face fairly the fact that 
the carrying out of the thing begun at this Convention 
rested finally on these young people in the coming days when 
older heads will be gone and when voices which now are 
raised for union are silent. 

The principal address of the evening in the young peo- 
ple’s group was by Rev. H. S. Hardcastle, of Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, to the young people, while Rev. Alfred W. Hurst, of 
Elon College, addressed a great gathering of adults in the 
adjoining church on the subject, “The Spirit of Modern 
Youth”. It is enough to say both were full of the spirit of 
faith in our young people, hope for the coming day in which 
they were to lead, and charity for the present spirit of 
youth which is more expressive than in former generations. 
That expression may be turned to good or evil outcome, and 
it depends much upon parents and teachers and preachers 
and leaders as to what direction it may take. 

Sunday was the “great day of the feast”, opening with 
Sunday School at nine o’clock under the direction of the 
Department of Christian Education with Mr. Hermon Eld- 
redge, superintendent of the Adult Division, Miss Lucy M. 
Eldredge, superintendent of the Young People’s Division, and 
Mrs. F. E. Bullock, superintendent of the Children’s Division. 
President W. A. Harper taught the Convention adult class 
of over three hundred members, using the discussion method 
on the subject, “What Is a Christian?” It was an inter- 
esting and profitable hour in all departments and there was 
a total attendance which filled all department rooms of the 
educational building and the main auditorium and Sunday 
School assembly room in the church proper. 

The messages of the day were: First, the Convention 
sermon by Dr. W. G. Sargent, of Providence, Rhode Island; 
the afternoon evangelistic address by Rev. Edward W. 
Cross, of New York, chairman of the Congregational Com- 
mission on Evangelism; and finally, the closing message of 
the day by Dr. J. O. Atkinson, of North Carolina, on the 
subject, “A Friendly World”. Every foot of seating and 
standing room was occupied at every service and many 
could not secure seats, although coming a half hour or more 
early to do so. 

And now it is Monday and the sun shining on both sides 
of the fence as we begin another week. Delegates are up 
bright and early and business is beginning in committees in 
every nook and corner. There goes President Caris of Defi- 
ance College anxiously seeking Dr. Coffin and Secretary Den- 
ison for a committee meeting and finding that they both have 
three engagements at the same time. Secretary Sparks is 
trying vainly to hold together the Jubilee Year Committee, 
members of which have engagements on other committees, and 
Dr. A. C. Youmans, of Albany, New York, is trying to make 
a motion while he gets into his overcoat to make another im- 
portant engagement. Dr. Minton is called out and President 
Smith of the Southern Convention is rounded up from an- 
other group and comes in to inquire what it is all about. 

The Convention closes tomorrow afternoon and all these 
committees must prepare and report and time is valuable. In 
the meantime the body of delegates is gathering and Dr. 
Thomas, of Covington, Ohio, is leading the devotions in the 
main auditorium. There comes a body of fine looking men 
who have just arrived and all necks are twisted to see who 
these strangers are. And they are not satisfied until Presi- 
dent Coffin brings them to the platform and introduces them 
as Officials of the Congregational boards who were delayed 
in arriving, but have come all the way from Boston to show 
their interest and appreciation of the situation. 
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The colleges are having their day and Elon is crowded 
together on the stage of Fellowship Hall at the midday meal 
and fills the hour with songs and stunts before the group 
of alumni gets down to business and begins to talk about a 
million dollar campaign. Defiance has been much in evi- 
dence during the Convention and her voice has been heard 
on the platform and in the crowd with all which makes a 
college from nonsensical songs to highest ideals and leader- 
ship. Union and Palmer hold gatherings of old students and 
friends and revive happy memories. 

Canada is on the map, even if we do call this a national 
Convention and forget that the Canadian and Japanese dele- 
gations make it international. The Canadian delegation 
seems to be unanimous in casting in their lot with the Chris- 
tians and Congregationalists rather than with the United 
Church of Canada. They are going ahead and planning great 
things for Ontario in evangelism, summer schools, and mis- 
sionary effort. Pastor Morton, who looms tall in the dele- 
gation, says that they feel more at home with their American 
brethren of the Christians than in any other church group. 

Social Service and the American Bible Society are fea- 
tures on the morning program and ministerial relief during 
the afternoon. President Caris makes a great plea for the 
establishment of a great fund for ministerial relief and pen- 
sions and the Convention stands behind him without a dis- 
senting voice. 

The committee on organization and the nominating com- 
mittee report and the Convention applauds when it knows 
that the present officers of the Convention are to remain 
in office until the next meeting in May, 1931. This is not a 
quadrennial meeting, but a special one called a year ahead; 
and it is decided that officers shall serve their terms out, 
which would regularly be until] January 1, 1931, and this is 
extended to May, 1931, when the first full gathering of the 
Christians will be held with the Congregationalists. Dr. J. 
O. Atkinson, who acted as chairman of the nominating com- 
mittee, remarks to me that there never was a time in his ex- 
perience when the Christian Church had such faith in its 
leadership, and Dr. Atkinson can go back in his memory of 
our general work for a full thirty years, and in the Southern 
Convention farther than that. Surely the spirit of good 
will and optimism has run higher in this Convention than in 
any we have known and this with a feeling of confidence in 
the leadership of the church will send the delegation home to 
plan and pray for greater things ahead. 


Dr. Peter Ainslie, the prephet of Christian union and who 
has called our Protestant divisions the “Scandal of Chris- 
tianity”, is the speaker at the last evening service of the 
Convention, and again the crowds fill every available foot of 
space and hang on his prophetic message for a full hour. He 
begins with the words of President Hoover that this age is 
passing from the stage of individual action to the age of 
associated activities. Nations must get together. Business 
must get together, churches must get together, and the peo- 
ple are demanding that they do get together. You cannot 
stop it any more than you can turn back the tide of inven- 
tion and material progress which has flooded us in this cen- 
tury. We must give up “the luxury of denominationalism”. 
We must face the truth that growth and development come 
by diversity and that uniformity kills. We must substitute 
conference for controversy. We must dare to make some 
experiments, and this Congregational-Christian forward step 
is a great stride in all these lines of Christian progress and 
has set a standard challenging the Church Universal to 
brotherhood. Dr. Ainslie, although a Disciple of Christ 
minister, condemned division on forms of baptism and other 
destructive controversies which keep the church apart. 

‘ Another night and another day and the last day of the 
great Convention. Jupiter Pluvius reigns again in sky and 
under foot and the Convention is to go through a day of na- 
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ture’s immersion by a steady sprinkling. The delegation is 
dwindling. This last day is to be solid business and impor. 
tant, but a full week away from home thins the ranks and 
the auditorium has vacant spaces this morning as Rev. Clark 
P. Garman, of Tokyo, Japan, conducts the opening devo- 
tional period on the theme of “Evangelism and Missions”, 
The upper-room spirit has done its work even though but a 
small group has gathered there. The spirit of prayer and the 
upper room has pervaded the Convention and has made a 
great contribution to these great days we have been to- 
gether. Fifty faithful souls on an average spent the early 
morning hour in this upper room and lighted anew the fires 
of faith each day. Brother Young and his committee deserve 
the place they earned in making this possible. The delegates 
begin to trickle in and now it is ten o’clock and the audi- 
torium is filled again. It is noised about that the business 
s almost completed and that the Convention may possibly 
finally adjourn at noon and the delegates want to hear Dr. 
Coffin’s closing words. 

The business of the morning is clearing the docket and 
planning for the future. There are odds and ends of unfin- 
ished business. Reports are presented and other matters are 
referred to the General Board which will meet in Dayton the 
week of December 9, as voted at this session. 

General Secretary Charles E. Burton, of the National 
Council of Congregational Churches, presented in outline the 
organigagtion and work of the departments of the Congre- 
aii and Dr. George L. Cady, of the American Mis- 
sionary Association, gave some details of the home mission 
work of that church. 

President Coffin gave the farewell words in which he ex- 
pressed both his joy at the present outlook and his concern 
for the future of the church. After twenty-five years of in- 
timate knowledge of the church, he expressed his full con- 
viction that the church was never in greater harmony and 
never had a finer spirit. But the vote did not settle matters. 
It only opened the way for a larger service. The final sup- 
port and promotion of this mountain-top vision must be car- 
ried out in our local fields. We now have a greater re- 
sponsibility and must meet it or be branded by the world as 
having failed in our day of opportunity. 

It was voted to request President Coffin to prepare his ad- 
dress for publication in The Herald of Gospel Liberty. Dr. 
J. O. Atkinson, of North Carolina, paid an eloquent tribute 
to the leadership of President Coffin in the Convention for 
sixteen years and especially in his five years of matchless 
leadership on the Commission on Christian Unity. At the 
close of Dr. Atkinson’s address the entire Convention arose in 
expression of its appreciation of Dr. Coffin’s past service and 
also in appreciation of the fact that he had reluctantly con- 
sented to carry on as president until the coming meeting in 
May, 1931. This expression of approval and confidence in Dr. 
Coffin was spontaneous and the moment was full of deep 
feeling as the audience joined in “Blest Be the Tie That 
Binds”. 

The closing song, followed by the prayer by Rev. Ray- 
mond G. Clark, ended the greatest General Convention of 
the Christian Church in this generation, and history will tell 
whether it was not really the greatest Convention in its far- 
reaching results ever held by the Christians. 

It is all over now but the noon meal together in Fellow- 
ship Hall, and the gatherings and good-bys in the “family 
entrance” as North Carolina Christians part from thos? of 
Massachusetts and Canadian new-found friends say good-by 
to Kansas “Fellows of the Faith”. To all these and hun- 
dreds more the very mention of the name of Piqua will re 
vive happy and hallowed memories into which the future 
will pour more and more of meaning as we work out apart in 
our fields that which we planned together at Piqua. 
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The Seventy Return 
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Following Our Master’s Last Year of Earthly Ministry 
Enrichment -— OUR JUBILEE YEAR — _ Extension 


—_ 


Time: November, A. D. 29. 

Place: Jerusalem. 

Persons: Jesus and the seventy. 

Record: Luke 10:17-24, 

The seventy were sent out by Jesus as 
he left Galilee. “He sent them before 
his face’ into the places where he him- 
gif was soon to appear. They were 
heralds of his coming and he followed 
them on his way through Galilee and Sa- 
maria to Judea and Jerusalem. Now 
they gather to him in the city of Jeru- 
salem to recite with joy the triumph of 
their mission, 

THEY RETURNED WITH JOY. V. 17. 

Holy enthusiasm is a vital part of the 
equipment of the gospel ministry of 
preaching and teaching. These seventy 
had it, and we would that it were the 
possession of seventy times seventy and 
seventies of seventies in our church to- 
day. A great leader of men who stands 
high in the councils of his church and is 
known throughout the Christian world 
said to me last week (as we waited at a 
station for a train): “God’s ministry to 
men needs a holy fire—O, how much 
God’s ministry to men needs a holy fire 
these days.” An intellectually trained 
ministry is greatly to be desired, but the 
wood of physical strength and the water 
of mental discernment and knowledge 
will not produce steam without the fires 
ofa holy enthusiasm. Fire alone is 
often destructive, but fire and fuel 
create force, either for good or for evil. 
It depends on the fuel upon which the 
fire feeds and the thing to which it is 
hitched. These heralds with hearts afire 
come back to Jesus with shining eyes 
and glowing hearts. They have labored 
together with God and they can never 
forget the glow of it. 

REJOICE NOT . . . REJOICE. V. 20. 

If we knew that we had miraculous 
Power over beast and bird and creeping 
thing, we would be inclined to rejoice, 
if not to boast of such power. But Je- 
sis says that this is not our cause for 
rejoicing, rather is it because our names 
are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 
France keeps sacred the Old Guard who 
could say, “J was there”; and the Lamb’s 
Book of Life keeps glorious record of all 
Who have fought to bring in the King- 
dom of God. What a glorious record that 
's and how our hearts should rejoice to 
feel that our names are there; not just 
that we are saved, but because it is the 
Tecord book of those who with Abraham 
and Elijah and James and John and 
Peter and Paul and Luther and Wesley 
aid Q’Kelly and the Pilgrims have 


fought the good fight and extended the 
bounds of the Kingdom of God. Is your 
name written there with the immortals? 
Have you influenced a child or youth or 
adult to join this army of the Lord? 
Then your name is written there and 
then you may rejoice with Jesus, even 
as he commended and commanded these 
seventy with whom we are “fellow labor- 
ers with God”, if indeed we be. 

HIDDEN FROM WISE—REVEALED TO BABES. 

Veoh. 

It is the pure in heart and not the 
worldly wise that shall see God. Not 
the wise, but the good are the founda- 
tion stones of the Kingdom. Not many 
wise, but many good and true and valiant 
will carry the banner of the cross to vic- 
tory. Lincoln’s words that “God must 





JUBILEE NEWS 


It is a modern miracle that in 
two great communions numbering 
all together over a million mem- 
bers that there was not a single 
voice raised in opposition to the 
union at Detroit in June or in 
Piqua in October. No one could 
have hoped for such a thing. Six 
months ago you could have found 
many in, both communions who be- 
lieved that such a proposal for 
Christian union could not get a ma- 
jority vote, much less an over- 
whelming majority. But under the 
leadership of God-led men we have 
gone beyond all majorities in both 
communions and it has become 
unanimous. 

The Christian Church has come 
to a high place of vision. We be- 
lieve she will travel on over the 
road in sight to victory. 











have loved the common people because 
he made so many of them” fit in with 
the words and spirit of Jesus here. We 
are not to wait for the wisdom of the 
world to lead us. Material science has 
little to offer in leadership, but the in- 
nocence and faith and love of childhood 
are the way we must take if we would 
find the way of the Kingdom. Except 
we turn and take on that childlike atti- 
tude toward life, we can never by any 
worldly wisdom even see the Kingdom 
of God, much less enter into it. It is 
revealed to babes or, in other words, to 
those of a childlike trustful mind and 
heart. 

THE DEMONS ARE SUBJECT TO US IN THY 

NAME. V. 17. 

The name and spirit of Jesus are the 
all conquering power in earth or in heav- 
en or in hell. All angels on high bow to 
him and “crown him Lord of all”. All 
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demons below tremble at that name 
which is above every name. All men who 
seek salvation and peace must call upon 
that name, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men whereby 
we must be saved. The seventy caught 
the secret of power and it was in the 
name and spirit of their Master. The 
church will find that power at the feet 
of its Master and Lord. In our celebra- 
tion of his last year of earthly minis- 
try, may we seek deeper into glory and 
power of such a ministry. 

I BEHELD SATAN FALL, V. 17. 

Jesus catches a vision of the coming 
glory and triumph of his Kingdom. 
These seventy have opened the way 
which is to be long and weary but which 
is to be glorious with victory. 

Yes, wait with a quiet confidence in 
his word and we will serve as we wait 
that we may have the joy of sharing in 
the glory of the coming of that glorious 
and triumphant day of the Lord. 

I HAVE GIVEN YOU AUTHORITY. V. 18. 

It is even greater authority than that 
of authority over serpents and scorpions, 
for it is the authority over men, to 
change lives by the living evangel of our 
Christ. God-filled men breathing a holy 
fire are irresistible, and there is no 
higher form of power on God’s good 
earth than to change the lives of men 
and women and children and set their 
faces heaven-bound. That power Jesus 
has given to us if we will pay the price. 
BLESSED ARE THE EYES THAT SEE. V. 23. 
BLESSED ARE THE EARS THAT HEAR. V. 24. 

Natural eyes are limited in an infinite 
universe. Human ears cannot hear the 
“music of the spheres”. Telescopes may 
aid the natural eye and radio may mul- 
tiply the hearing of the human ear, but 
beyond the power of any natural eye or 
ear or any material aid to any human 
sight or hearing there is an “inner light” 
which sees the invisible and an inner ear 
which hears the still small voice which 
is so still and so small that only the 
spirit of the-living God can make it 
hear. Blessed are they who have such 
spiritual eyes that they may see the 
things of the spirit and hear the voice 
of God as he speaks. It is the assurance 
of his presence and power and it is the 
essence of life here and now and here- 
after. Moses “endured as seeing him 
who is invisible” and Abraham heard the 
voice of God and, like Paul on the Da- 
mascus way, he was in a company 
which saw no light and heard no voice 
even though it was there in power. 
PRAYER 

Lord, open thou our eyes that we may 
behold wondrous things out of thy Word 
of love and out of thy law of love and 
out of thy life of love. Speak, Lord, for 
thy servant has a listening ear. Come, 
Lord, for thy servant has an open and 
a contrite heart. Amen. 
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| THE BOYS AND GIRLS 





Donkey Pictures 


When mother tucks me in my bed 
And I my ev’ning prayers have said, 
She makes fine pictures on the wall, 
And one I like the best of all, 

I ask her for ’most ev’ry night— 

A donkey picture that can’t bite. 


He opens wide his mouth, and I 

Just push my finger in. And my! 
He snaps his jaws just dreadfully 

But doesn’t hurt a bit, you see, 

Then mother laughs and ’fore I know 
That naughty donkey’s grabbed my toe. 


I pull my foot up under me 

And right there on the wall I see 
That self-same donkey laughing now, 
Just ’cause I hollered, “O-o00-ow!” 
Then mother kisses me good night 
And finally turns out the light. 


—Margaret Brown Elms. 


How Eddie Preached 


WHEN I get big enough I’m going to 
be a preacher”, said Eddie one day. 
“What is a preacher?” said grandma. 

Eddie looked surprised. 

“Don’t you know. what a preacher is? 
A preacher is a man that tells people 
what the Bible means. And he says, 
‘Thirdly, my brethren’, and everybody 
listens to him. It’s nice to have people 
listen to you.” 

Grandma smiled. 

“T think you are big enough to preach 
now”, she said. 

“Really and truly, grandma?” asked 
the little boy eagerly. 

“Yes, really and truly.” 

“I’m ’fraid not”, said Eddie (after a 
few minutes of thought). “Or I’d know 
how, and I don’t.” : 

“What does the preacher do first?” 
asked grandma. 

“He takes a text and then he ’splains 
it. I can’t do that.” 

“O, yes you can”, said grandma. 

“Here is a good text for you to ex- 
plain: ‘Be ye kind one to another.’ ” 

“There’s nothing to ’splain ’bout that”, 
said Eddie. “You just be kind to every- 
body, and that’s all there is to it.” 

“A good text, though, for my little 
preacher’s first sermon. I should like to 
have him preach from it for a week.” 

“Preach a week? Why, grandma, I 
can’t.” 

“Can’t you be kind to everybody you 
meet for one week?” 

Eddie looked thoughtful. 

“Would that be preaching?” he asked. 

“It would, the very best kind. A good 
preacher has to preach in that way, or 
people will not listen to what he says in 
the pulpit.” 

“Well”, said Eddie, with a sigh, “I 


suppose I can try; but I wasn’t thinking 
*bout that kind of preaching.” 

“You'll be showing everybody what 
that verse in the Bible means, you 
know”, said grandma, 

“It’s not kind to the teacher to whis- 
per in school”, said Eddie, the next day, 
and he did not whisper once. 

“It’s not kind to Bridget to play along 
the road and keep my dinner waiting, 
either”, and he hurried home from school. 

“It’s not kind to mamma when I don’t 
do errands promptly”, he said; and he 
did quickly and well whatever he was 
bid. 

Every day and all day he thought 
about what was kind, and tried to do it. 

The end of the week came. 

“How do you like preaching?” asked 
grandma. 

“Why, I like it; but, grandma, I guess 
everybody must have been preaching 
*bout that text, for everybody has been 
so kind to me.”—The Mayflower. 


Wanted—A Damsel in Distress 


NCE upon a time there was a little 
boy who read every story about King 


Arthur and his knights which he could’ 


find. The more stories he would read 
the more he would feel that come what 
might he would just have to be a knight. 
So he made, as best he could, some 
armor for himself, jumped on his trusty 
steed, which was really just an ordinary 
bicycle, and set forth. 

He knew that in every story he read 
the hero knight saved some fair lady 
from distress. So he rode along looking 
and listening, and hoping always to find 
a damsel in distress. It was certainly a 
bother when Mrs. Hawkins called out 
to him, “Oh, Dick, have you seen Sammy, 
I’m worried to death about him and my 
sprained ankle keeps me here so I can’t 
go find him.” 

Now Dick was in a great hurry and 
he didn’t at all want to do it, but he 
heard himself saying, “I’ll bring him 
home for you, Mrs. Hawkins.” After 
he had made a promise like that he had 
to go for Sammy. He put down his 
shield and rode off to Tommy’s house 
where he had seen little four-year-old 
Sammy just a short time before. Mrs. 
Hawkins was certainly grateful when 
he came riding back with Sammy, all un- 
hurt, on his handlebars. 

“You are certainly a fine boy, and I 
can’t thank you enough”, she called after 
him as he rode away. But you see Dick 
didn’t want to be a boy, he wanted to be 
a knight. So he rode on further. 


Yet it was not so much further, whe 
he was startled by a voice “Hey, der 
Dick—help ketch this chicken what’s go 
away.” 

It was old Mandy who had let loog 
of Mrs. Frei’s chicken; and as Mrs, Fyj 
couldn’t often buy a chicken it did seen 
too bad for this one to run away, 

“But shucks”, thought Dick, “it’s none 
of my hard luck, why didn’t Mandy hold 
on to it?” But, strange to say, all the 
time Dick was thinking this way he was 
chasing around helping Mandy until he 
finally caught the chicken. 


Once again he rode on. Where could 
he find anyone who needed a knight's 
help, anyone in distress? He decided 
this is too tame a world, everybody in it 
too happy. Why a knight could find 
nothing at all to do. He turned his 
wheel suddenly and rode back home. His 
little sister was sitting on the front 
steps crying. “Why, what’s the matter, 
Sis?” asked Dick. 

“Oh, Dick, my very best precious doll 
is broken and I won’t have her to sleep 
with me tonight”, sobbed the little girl. 

“Well, if that’s all, get your allowance 
and mine, hop on my handlebars and we'l 
get you a doll good enough to sleep with. 
What a silly you are.” So Dick brought 
sunshine back to his little sister. 


That night as they were at supper, 
Dick was quiet for such a long time, that 
his father noticing it asked, “Well, Dick, 
what’s on your mind?” 

“Say, Dad, why is it that a fellow has 
no chance to be a knight these days? I've 
wasted a whole afternoon trying to fini 
a damsel in distress and I never could’, 
asked Dick. 

“Well”, spoke up his little sister, 1 
don’t know what’s a damsel, but you 
found me in distress and didn’t that make 
youa knight?” . 

“You're right”, agreed her father, 
“ond as I was coming home I met Mrs. 
I'rei. She told me to thank you for help- 
ing Mandy catch her chicken. It seems 
to me that you righted things for two 
distressed damsels.” 

“There was yet another lady helpel 
by our young knight”, added Mother, 
“T saw Mrs. Hawkins and she told me 
how very kind you were about bringing 
Sammy home.” 

“Well, the afternoon wasn’t exactly 
wasted, was it?” asked Dick, “but that 
kind of thing is always happening.” 

“That means that you are a true 
knight, ever alert to help others. Its 
truly a great career”, Dad answered= 
The Christian-Evangelist. 
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rendered by Revs. Joseph W. Fix, Archie 
H. Hook, and Cecil Leek, who were in 
charge of the Stewardship Exhibit at the 


Piqua Convention. 
WARREN H. DENISON, Secretary. 


WOMAN’S WORK 
HE great Convention is over. Our 
work has begun anew. Not new work 
begun, but we are to continue the work 
that we have with renewed energy and 
earnestness. 

Our women are urged to put forth 
every effort possible to strengthen the 
work in local societies by increase in 
membership and by increase in gifts. We 
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must meet our goals this year, and each 
local society must work harder to help 
bring the required result. 

Conference Woman’s Boards will, no 
doubt, receive a new urge to go forward 
because of the inspiration which the 
presidents of the boards have received 
at the Convention in Piqua. Twenty-two 
conference woman’s board presidents 
were in attendance at the Convention for 
the purpose of receiving information and 
inspiration necessary to carry on their 
work of this year with a greater degree 
of success. Many of the women ex- 
pressed themselves as being greatly ben- 
efited by being present in the meetings 
for the women, and we are sure that our 
local societies shall profit greatly by the 
renewed spiritual strength and mission- 
ary zeal which these presidents and oth- 
er Convention visitors shall pass on to 
the other women of the church who were 
not privileged to attend the Convention. 

The woman’s meetings were largely at- 
tended and were very helpful. At the 
luncheon meeting held on Wednesday, 
there were more women than could be 
accommodated in the Methodist Church 
Gining hall. More than one hundred 
women gathered around the tables where, 
after the lunch was eaten, a business 
meeting was presided over by our presi- 
dent, Mrs. Athella M. Howsare. Repre- 
sentatives from twenty-two conference 
woman’s boards 
call. 

The reports of the officers and depart- 
ment superintendents were given. Mrs. 
Corwin, of New York, our representative 
in the Migrant Work, gave an interest- 
ing report of that work and literature 
was distributed in the interest of the 
work. Mrs. Garman, missionary to Ja- 
pan, was present and brought greetings 
from the Japan Mission. 

Another meeting of women was held 
on Friday evening. The women of the 
Convention,’ over four hundred in num- 
ber, had a dinner in the United Presby- 
terian Church at six o’clock; then, at 7:- 
30, they went to the Methodist Church 
for the program. More than six hundred 
women and a few men were gathered to 
hear the address of Dr. Mary F. Cush- 
man, missionary to Africa. Dr. Cush- 
man is the great-granddaughter, grand- 
daughter, and daughter of Congregation- 
al ministers. She graduated from Bos- 
ton University School of Medicine. She 
went to Africa as a medical missionary 
in 1922. Sheis owr missionary. Her ad- 
dress was very interesting and, together 
with the curios which she had with her, 
her message opened to our women a new 
field, giving us a broader vision of the 
tasks before us as a church. At this 
meeting, also, were introduced others of 
our missionaries—Dr. and Mrs. Garman 
of Japan, and Rev. W. R. Caldwell of 
the logging camps of Western Washing- 


responded to the roll 





NOVEMBER 7, 1999 











































ton. Dr. Eddy, Foreign Mission Seere. 
tary of the Congregational Church, was 
introduced. 

Dr. Eddy also spoke in the meeting ¢ 
women which was held in the “apper 
room” of the Christian Church on Saty,. 
day afternoon. About seventy-five wom. 
en were present at this meeting, p; 
Eddy encouraged the women in theiy 
work and asked that we continue, with. 
out change in organization or form o 
plans, for the present time, but askej 
that we strengthen our work as much 
possible and put forth every effort t 
reach our financial obligations for this 
present year. At the meeting on Satyy. 
day, the reports of committees wer 
given and the election of officers was 
held. Practically the same officers wer 
elected to serve until the meeting whicd 
will be held in May, 1981. 

Let us “keep on keeping on” and ge 
our hearts, our hands, our heads, and our 
wills to the task of reaching the finan. 
cial goal of $30,000 before September 30, 


1508. Mrs. Ema S. Powers, 
General Secretary-Treasurer, 


O’Kelly Memorial Unveiled 


The memorial monument to Rev. James 
O’Kelly, founder of the Christian denomi- 
nation, which was erected on the campus 
of Elon College by the Southern Christian 
Convention, was unveiled Wednesday 
morning, October 16, 1929, the 103d anni- 
versary of the day on which O’Kelly died. 
Fitting ceremonies marked the occasion, 
an epochal day in the history of the 
Christian Church. Many lineal descend- 
ants of O’Kelly were present. One, little 
Miss Dorothy Ann Harward, a direct de- 
scendant of James O’Kelly, unveiled the 
beautiful granite memorial. 

In the absence of Judge Jesse F. West, 
chairman of the committee which had 
charge of securing the funds for erect- 
ing the marker, and who was ill and con- 
fined to his bed, Dr. W. A. Harper, presi- 
dent of Elon College, presided. Following 
an organ prelude by Prof. David Brown 
Harrell and the singing of the procession- 
al hymn, “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”, 
Dr. E. L. Moffitt gave the invocation. An- 
other hymn, “The Church’s One Founda- 
tion”, was sung, followed by the reading 
of Scripture from James O’Kelly’s own 
New Testament, by Rev. Alfred W. Hurst, 
the college pastor. 

President Harper stated that it was fit- 
ting that such a marker, perpetuating the 
memory of the distinguished founder of 
the Christian Church in the South, should 
be placed upon the campus of Elon Col- 
lege. He stated that while James O'Kelly 
did not have the advantage of a college 
education himself, yet he was a keen stu 
dent versed in the Scriptures, _ history, 
Latin and Greek; and had he been living 
today, he would no doubt have been # 
leader in educational circles. More that 
fifty of the lineal descendants of James 
O’Kelly have been students at Elon Col- 
lege and sixteen of them have received 
their degrees from that institution. 

An address on “The Life of James 
O’Kelly”, prepared by W. E. MacClenny, of 
Suffolk, Virginia, and delivered by Dr. 4 
Edward Kirbye, of Raleigh, was one 
the outstanding features of the prograll, 
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as was also the address of Dr. J. O. At- 
kinson, entitled, “An Evaluation of James 
O'Kelly”. Dr. Atkinson spoke of James 
O'Kelly as the champion of religious free- 
dom and of the vital influence of his life 
in the religious movements of that time 
and of this day. He called attention to 
the inscription on the stone, on the south 
side: “Rev. James O’Kelly, apostle of re- 
ligious liberty, founder of the Christian 
Church, 1794”, and on the north side, “He 
gave his life that religious freedom might 
be vindicated for the individual Christian. 
Erected by the Southern Christian Con- 
vention, 1929.” Rev. Stanley C. Harrell, 
of Durham, North Carolina, whose wife is 
a lineal descendant of James O'Kelly, dis- 
cussed the views and practices of O’Kelly 
respective Christian union. 

President W. P. Few, of Duke Univer- 
sity, brought greetings from the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church and Rev. S. W. Tay- 
lor did likewise for the Methodist Protes- 
tant Church. Dr. W. W. Staley accepted 
these greetings on behalf of the Christian 
Church, and also accepted the marker on 
behalf of the college and the Southern 
Christian Convention for Dr. L. E. Smith, 
the president, who could not be present at 
this occasion. Music was furnished for 
the program by the music department of 
the college. Dr. G. O. Lankford, of Bur- 
lington, pronounced the benediction. 


Rev. George W. Irons 


George W. Irons, son of Rev. ®. W. and 
Caroline Irons, was born November £1, 
1851, at Dixon, Illinois, and passed from 
labor to reward October 24, 1929, at his 
home in East Galesburg, Illinois, being 
Seventy-seven years, eleven months, and 
three days old. 

He was ordained at the annual session 
of the Western Illinois Christian Confer- 
ence in 1884. He had been pastor of ten 
different churches of his conference and 
had organized one church. He removed to 
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Christabel Pankhurst 


on Current World Events 
in the Light of Bible Prophecy 


Stupendous events are being unfolded before our eyes. 
Do you know their meaning ? 
England, now on a tour in America, is one of the outstanding 
voices in the study of Bible prophecy today, and she gives her 
latest studies of sensational current events in a new series of 
articles appearing exclusively in 
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Disarmament, a peace pact signed by fifty-six nations, 
the crisis in Palestine over “The Wailing Wall That 
Circles the Globe,’? and Britain’s Mandate there,— Miss Pank- 
hurst discusses these and other equally momentous questions 


You can secure several of these stirring articles by send- | 
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Blue River, Wisconsin, and held a year’s 
pastorate there in 1925. His revival work 
was extensive. No record has been kept 
of the number of converts, but it is known 
to number in the hundreds. There were 
nearly a hundred saved in one meeting at 
Lewistown, Illinois, in 1908. His ministry 
of comfort on funeral occasions extended 
far and near. 

He leaves six children, fourteen grand 
children, eight great-grandchildren, six 
brothers, and many friends. 

Funeral services were held from the M. 
E. Church in East Galesburg, Sunday, Oc- 
tober 27, at one p. m., conducted by Rev. 
L. M. Leavitt, of Lewistown, Illinois. He 
was laid to rest in the family lot in the 
Knoxville Cemetery. His life work is 
closed, but we who are left have a rich 
heritage in his memory. 


Official Information 


NOTICE OF THE GENERAL BOARD 
MEETING 











The General Board of the Christian Church is 
hereby called to meet in annual session, Monday 
evening, December 9, 1929, at 7:30 o’clock, in The 
Christian Publishing Association Building, Day- 
ton, Ohio. 

All persons having matters to come before the 
General Board should govern themselves accord- 
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ingly. All members of the board should 2 
throughout the entire session. be present 
NK G. COFFIN, President. 
_ WARREN H. DENISON, Secretary. 
Dayton, Ohio, October 29, 1929, 5 


































JOLLY JESTS 


A smile—and the heart is lighter, 
A laugh—and the day grows brighter. 


It was the young barrister’s first case, 
and he was bubbling over with pride and 
enthusiasm as he stood in court. 

“Now”, said he, addressing the defend- 
ant, “you say you came to town to look 
for work? I put it to you there was 
another, a stronger motive that brought 
you all this distance.” 

“Well”, hesitated the defendant, “there 


“Ah!” cried the barrister, triumphant- 
ly. “And what was it?” 
“A locomotive.”—South Coast Times. 


“Who's the absent-minded one now?” 
said the professor as they left the church 
one rainy night. “You left your um- 
brella back there and I not only remem- 
bered mine, but I brought yours, too.” 
And he produced them from his coat. 

His wife gazed blankly at him. 

“But”, said she, “neither of us 
brought one to church.”—U. P. Maga- 
zine. 


al “Grandpa, why do you look so 
sad?” 

Grandpa: “Ah, my lad, I was just 
thinking. Here I am seventy years of 
age, and I have done nothing that is 
likely to make posterity remember me— 
nothing.” 

Bobby: “Oh, well, don’t worry, Grand- 
pa. Maybe you’ll still have a chance to 
live in history as somebody’s grand- 
father.” —Exchange. 


Mother—“Dorothy, you have dis- 
obeyed mother by racing around and 
making all the noise. Now you shan’t 
have that piece of candy.” 

Father (entering few minutes later) 
—“‘Why so quiet, little one?” 

Dorothy—“I’ve been fined for speed- 
in’.”—Motor Land. 


“Did you mail those two letters I gave 
you, Norah?” 

“Yes’m, at the post office. But I no- 
ticed that you’d put a two-cent stamp on 
the foreign letter and the five-cent stamp 
on the city one.” 

“Oh, dear, what a blunder!” 

“But I fixed it all right, ma’am. I 
just changed the addresses on the envel- 
opes.”—Selected. 


“What keeps us from falling off the 
earth when it’s upside down?” a child 
asked his teacher. 

“The law of gravity”, said the teach- 


er. 
“And how did people stick on before 
that law was passed?”—Le Rire, Paris. 


Writer: “Here’s the manuscript I of- 
fered you last year.” 

Editor: “Say, what’s the idea of bring- 
ing that thing back here when I rejected 
it once?” 

Writer: “You’ve had a year’s experi- 
ence since then.”—Lafayette Lyre. 
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